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Willlam Shakespeare, 1564-1616
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The playwright and poet William
Shakespeare Is celebrated as one
of the greatest writers of all time.
His influence on English Iterature,
language and on British national
Identity Is unequalled,

This painting was the first portrait to
be acquired by the National Portrait
Gallery when it was founded In 1856,
It Is probably the only portrait of
Shakespeare painted from life,

Shakespeare worked as an actor and
then as a playwright for the popullr
public theatres and the court, Play
scripts at this time were seen as
Impermanent, soon to be replaced
by something new, rather like writing
for television today, The publication
of Shakespeare’s collected an:m, the
'First Folio', In 1623, helped to establish
the idea that plays could be lasting,
Infiuential works of literature.
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cha_ms,w‘asauunusually“da’votea
husband and father for a monarch
of the time, but he lacked the skills
to manage widespread political and
religious tensions. The wars that
broke out in his three kingdoms
saw his family flee to the Continent
while Charles led his Royalist army
against the Parliamentarians.

The Royalists were defeated and the
king was tried on the charge that he
“traitorously and maliciously levied war
against the present Parliament and the
people therein represented’. Charles
was executed outside the Banqueting
House, Whitehall, on 30 January 1649.
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il on canvas, 1631
NPG 1248
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M 's and Puritans
of the Church of England. s

His policies, which aimed to force

religious uniformity, were a significan!
factor in the outbreak of mesaars of 3
the Three Kingdoms.

Laud was blamed when war broke
out in Scotland in 1639 in response to
attempts to suppress Presbyterianism
The English Parliament, dominated
by Puritans who hated Laud, had him
impeached and imprisoned in 1641

He was executed in 1645 after the
outbreak of civil war in England.

Oll on canvas, based on
s a portrait of 1636
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King William lil, 1650-1702
By the studio of Sir Peter Lely

This portrait was painted at the time
of William’s marriage to his cousin
Mary, daughter of James, Duke of York
(later James Il).

Born and raised in The Netherlands,
William’s lifelong ambition was to stop
France expanding its territories, and
his interactions with Britain were all
driven by this goal. In 1688, fearful
of James II's alliance with France and
invited by powerful British Protestants,
he invaded with an armed force, met
little resistance and, after James's
escape, he and Mary were jointly
crowned. His reign was notable for
new restrictions on royal power and
increased religious tolerance, but also

for war in Europe, battles in Scotland
and devastating wars in Ireland.
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Oil on canvas, about 1677
NPG 1902

Queen Mary II, about 1677
By Sir Peter Lely

The eldest daughter of James |l and
his first wife Anne Hyde, Mary was
married to William of Orange at the age
of 15, At first, he was Indifferent and
she was horrified, but thelr relationship
improved and, as a devout Protestant,

she supported William's invasion of
England in 1688,

Mary was popular both In The
Netherlands and In Britain. A wise
and effective ruler during Willlam’s
absences at war, she also led many
charitable schemes.

This portrait was painted at the time
of Mary's marriage and shows her
wearing orange, symbolic of the Dutch
royal House of which she had Just
become a member.

Qil on canvas, about 1677
NPG 6214




King William Il and Queen Mary |
By an unknown artist

This plate was probably made shortly after William anq
Mary’s joint coronation in 1689. The display of a pl_ate like
this enabled people outside the court to show their loyalty
1o the new regime. The images of the king and queen are
emblematic rather than realistic. The popularity of such
ceramics at this time was fed by an increased interest in
The Netherlands, where this kind of decorated earthenware,
known as ‘Delftware’, originated.

Painted tin-glazed earthenware, About 1689 — 1695

Purchased with help from Sir Harry Djanogly and
The Art Fund, 2018. NPG D48625
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John Milton, 1608-74
By an unknown artist

Regarded as one of the greatest

of all English poets, Milton also wrote
influential political propaganda. He was
a staunch Republican, was employed
by the Commonwealth government
and wrote a number of widely read
pamphlets defending the decision to
execute Charles |. He also wrote against
censorship and in favour of divorce. By
the age of 43, he had lost his sight and
he dictated much of his most important

work, including his famous epic poem,
Paradise Lost.
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A contemporary of Milton's described
this portrait as ‘his picture drawn very
well and like when a Cambridge scholar.

He was so fair that they called him the
Lady of Christ's college’.
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Oll on canvas, about 1628
NPG 4222




Oliver Cromwell, 1599-1658
By Robert Walker

The only British head of state not

to hold a royal title, Cromwell rose to
power from comfortable beginnings
after his election as Member of
Parliament for Huntingdon.

His military leadership, astute politics
and unwavering Puritan beliefs were
decisive factors in the victory of the
English Parliamentary army in the Wars
of the Three Kingdoms. Along with
58 other politicians, he signed King
Charles I's death warrant in 1649 at the
end of the Second English Civil War. He
then led the brutal crushing of rebellion

in Ireland, and the defeat of a Scottish
army led by Charles Il in 1651.

Created Lord Protector in 1653,
Cromwell rarely sat for his portrait.
His pose and the boy tying his sash
are based on earlier portraits of
Royalist soldiers.

Ofl on canvas, about 1849

Transferred from British Museum, 1879
NPG 536

King Charles I, 1630-85
Attributed to Thomas Hawker

The eldest child of the executed King
Charles |, Charles Il spent most of his

his throne amid much rejoicing in 1660,
entering London on his 30th birthday.
He opened the public theatres after
nearly 20 years of closure, and his court
became famed for luxury, indulgence
and the prominence of women. He had
14 children with his many mistresses,

but none with his Portuguese queen,
Catherine of Braganza.

Cynical, lazy, and notorious for saying
one thing and doing another, Charles
Wwas also charming and approachable,

and promoted science and technology
with genuine interest.
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Oil on canvas, about 1680
NPG 4691
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Samuel Pepys, 1633-1703
By John Hayls

- ' B Pepys Is most famous for his
=== remarkable Diary, kept from 1660
o x ! until 1669: a unique record of life

In Restoration London. His lively
descriptions range from important
national events like the Great Plague
and the Great Fire of London, to
domestic details about dining with
friends and buying new clothes.

Never Intended for publication, the

Diary also includes candid accounts
of Pepys's intimate relationships,
including, in disguised language, his
Infidelities and sexual exploitation
of serving women.

Pepys worked very successfully

as a naval administrator for James,

Duke of York (later James II). He also
assembled an extensive library and
collection of engravings that now

belong to Magdalene College,
Cambridge. s

_ Diana, Princess of Wales, 1961-97
| By Bryan Organ

Diana, Princess of Wales, pioneered a
refreshingly modern image for the
royal family, and her enormous
popularity is enduring. She was
renowned for her charity work, raising
awareness of AIDS and the use of
landmines. She married King Charles
lll, when Prince of Wales in 1981, and
the couple had two sons, Princes
William and Harry before their divorce
in 1996. Her death in a car crash in

1997 at the age of 36 shocked the




Dorothy Hodgkin, 1910-94
By Maggi Hambling

The first British woman to win the
Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1964,
Hodgkin was able to define the
structures of penicillin (1949), Vitamin
B12 (1955) and insulin (1969) using

X-ray crystallography, transforming
their therapeutic potential.

A Royal Society Fellows
Was established in her
women who wish to be
scientists and to raise ¢

hip scheme
name, to help
both career
hildren.

Co_mmissioned by the Gallery, and
Painted in Hodgkin's study;, Maggi
Hambling depic

ts the chemist with a
structura| model of insylin in the

Ol on canvas, 19g¢
Missioned by the T,
NPG 5797 Pistess
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Dame Christabel Pankhdrst,

18280-1958
By Lthal Wright

Christabel Pankhurst was o suffrage
campalgn leador who organised
spectacular rallies and processions
calling 1or 'Votes or Women', Her
strstegles becamae increasingly
miltant, escalating to Include arson
and bombing

Aller studying law at Manchester
University, Pankhurst joined the
Womaen's Social and Political Union,
founded by hor mother | mmaeline
Pankhurst In 1903 This portrait shows
Chnstabel waaring the official colours
o the Union: white, qgraen and purple

Hankhurst's ¢ antribution o the
amancipation of woman was aventually

recognised offic lly when she was
mada a Dame in 1036

The painter 111l Wright wag i
LG paint this PO af togr noeing
Pankhurs SPROAKING ot o public avant
L was sxhibited al the Women's
Feribition iny Londor in
fung FNsIng ove
Sampalgn

nirad

1909, » larga
L0 the sullrage
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1872-1958
By Sir Gerald Kelly

The composer Vaughan Williams was
a central figure in 20th-century British
classical music. His works range from
film scores to epic symphonies. His
concert piece, The Lark Ascending is
frequently voted one of the UK’s
favourite pieces of classical music.

In the face of rapid urbanisation at the
start of the 20th century, Vaughan
Williams sought to capture rural and
traditional music by travelling England
and transcribing songs, as part of a
folksong revival movement. He also
promoted new music, ﬂnanclally
assisting young composers.



Sid James, 1913-76
By Ruskin Spear

‘I never met Sid James excepton TV.
The painting isn't about him anyway.
Itis about a moment in history when
he and Hancoc

k kept us all amuseq’
Ruskin Spear

With his distinctive dirty’ laugh, James
Was one of the most popular
performers in British r

adio, film and
television from the 195

Os to the 1970s,
Including 19 films in the ‘Carry On’

y after the
orld War and appeared with
Tony Han

cock in BBC Radio’s
Hancock’s Half Hour.

This portrait Includes elements of
coll

Create a Snapshot of
everyday Culture |

N the early 1960s,
Oon ang W on
camn, 1“2

Dame Iris Murdoch, 1919-99
By Tom Phillips

‘A luminous presence...an electric
light-bulb in that gloomy corner,
glowing, casting out darkness’

Tom Phillips on Iris Murdoch

British-Irish writer Iris Murdoch was
one of the most influential novelists of
the 20th-century, exploring themes
including morality and the power of
the u

nconscious in her work. Her novel
The Sea, The s,

€a won the Booker
Prize in 1978.

This portrait took three years to
Complete, and duri




¥ ﬁ King George V (1865-1936);
%W Princess Mary, Countess

z l 1Y of Harewood (1897-1965);

l Prince Edward, Duke of Windsor
£l (1894-1972); Queen Mary

3 ;|l (1867-1953)

4|28 The Royal Family at

i

:

4 Buckingham Palace
St By Sir John Lavery
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This grand portrait shows the family
of King George V posed in the White
Drawing Room at Buckingham Palace.
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The Northern Irish artist John Lavery
painted the portrait just a few months
before the outbreak of the First World
War. Queen Mary and Princess Mary
are seated and appear reserved while
the king, who is standing, is dressed

in military uniform to signify duty and
service to the nation.
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In this turbulent €ra, the serenity

Lavery’s painting and its po |
of a confident Royal Family ma';':&
reassured viewers. However, just two
decades later, Prince Edward - the boy
here — jeopardised the throne when,

as King Edward Vill, he abdicated.
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William Maxwell Aitken,

st Baron Beaverbrook, 1879-1964
By Walter Sickert

Max Aitken was an extremely influential

media tycoon and politician. He moved
to Britain from Ca

nada in 1910 having
made his fortune as an entrepreneur.

As a Conservative MP, he held important
government positions, including as
Minister of Information towards the eng
of the First Worlg War

M b and Minister of
Ircraft Production during the Secon
World War, 2 i

Between the wars, Beaverbrook turned
his Newspaper, the Daily Express, into

a powerful voice for patriotic
conservatism.

Sir John Everett Millals, 1st Bt,
1820-96

By Willlam Holman Hunt

With Rossett and Holman Hunt,
Millais formed the Pre-Raphaelite
Brotherhood In 1848, He became one

of the most celebrated artists of the
Victorlan age,

In this portralt by Hunt, Millals wears a

golden goose tie-pin that he designed
himself. It is difficult to see, composed
with just a few smudges of chalk,

The portralt was one of a group the
Brotherhood made of each other for
their friend, the sculptor Thomas
Woolner, who had emigrated to
Australla, They were drawn at Millals's
studio at what was to be the
Brotherhood's last meeting.

Chalk, 1883

Given by Leopold George Esmond Morse

n mumorv of
s father, Sydney Morge, 1037
NPO 2014
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Café in the Crypt
St Martin’s Shop
Brass Rubbing

Box Office

Neville Marriner Rehearsal Room

Meeting Rooms

Dick Sheppard Chapel
7|

St Martin’s Hall
7z m
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Bishop Ho Ming Wah
Association and Chinese

Community Centre
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Wednesday 20 September 2023 John Coleridge Patteson, First Bishop of Melanesia,
and his Companions, Martyrs, 1871

Choral Evensong

Presider St Martin's Voices
Revd Angela Sheard Accompanied by Michael Cayton

O taste and see, Vaughan Williams
Gibbons Short Service
O Lord, increase my faith, Loosemore

Continuo Organ - Postlude on the west end gallery Walker organ
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concerts
exhibitions
gift shop




